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just so happens that both fall into the same week due to how diaries 
work. 
 
The second thing that week is a day conference at Foxhill for cler-
gy serving in rural parishes. I have long expressed concern that as a 
largely rural diocese Chester hasn’t given much priority to rural 
ministry so I am keen to support Bishop Mark in establishing a 
greater focus on rural parishes. It is a commitment I am therefore 
keen to make even though it falls into an already busy week. 
 
It means that if you leave me a message that week it may take a 
short while before I can get back to you. 
 
As we begin a new year may I remind you that my usual day off is 
Friday. Once a month clergy are asked to take a 48 hour break 
which means that I will sometimes be away on Thursday as well. 
 
Paul. 
 

Vacancies at St Mary’s: 
We have vacancies for the following: 
3 PCC members 
Parish Magazine Editor 
Providing and assisting with flowers 
Setting up the altar before services of Holy Communion 
Sidespeople 
Sunday refreshments 
Please speak with the Vicar or Churchwardens for details. 
 
Vacancy for a cleaner at the Mews - We are looking for someone 
to clean the Mews on a regular basis. It is likely to be for 1.5 hours 
a week, £12 per hour.  Please speak to one of the Churchwardens, 
Deryck Petty or the Vicar. 
 
Present Aid - thank you to those who supported Present Aid dur-
ing December. We have raised £174 at the time of going to print. I 
will work out the list of things we can send in our next issue. 
 
 

 1 

The United Benefice of 
St Mary, Whitegate 

& 
St Peter, Little Budworth 

 
 

January 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Contact information: 
 
The Revd Canon Paul Dawson - Vicar 
The Vicarage, Cinder Hill, Whitegate, CW8 2BH 
01606 889995 
paulcodawson@outlook.com 
 
The Revd Dr John Stopford 
01606 558802 
jstopford801@btinternet.com 
 
The Revd Jane Millinchip 
07891 981293 
revdjanemillinchip@outlook.com 
 
Children’s Worker 
Mrs Teresa Finney 
01606889311 
childrenswork2@gmail.com 
 
Pastoral Worker 
Mrs Pauline Hayward 
01606 591766 
Pauline@broomhay.co.uk 
 
Musical Director 
Mr Andrew Millinchip 
01606 516225 
amillinchip@gmail.com 
 
St Peter, Little Budworth 
 
Church Wardens 
Dr John Scott  01829 760604   johngvscott@tiscali.co.uk 
Mr Steve Simpson  01829 760377   steve@s-simpson.com 
 
Treasurer 
Dr John Scott  01829 760604   johngvscott@tiscali.co.uk 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mrs Diane Robinsons  01829 760445  diane.pds@btinternet.com 
 

 7 

16 Plough Sunday 
 9.30am Plough Service at St Mary’s 
 11.00am Plough Sunday at St Peter’s 
17 7.30pm           St Peter’s PCC 
18 9.00am Shared Discernment Process Stage 1 
19 9.00am Bishop Mark is holding a day for clergy in 
   Rural parishes at Foxhill 
20-21 9.00am Residential Shared Discernment Process 
   Stage 2 at Hayes Conference Centre,  
   Swanwick 
 
23 Epiphany 3 
 9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
 11.00am Morning Prayer with Baptism of Darla  
   Stirling 
25 2.00pm Pastoral & Fellowship Committee meeting 
 
30 Epiphany 4 
 10.30am Benefice Communion & Confirmation at 
   St Mary’s 
 
Information as known at time of printing. Please be aware that is 
Covid rules change then we will need to amend some diary events. 
 
Confirmation 
We are delighted to welcome Bishop Mark to our Benefice on 30th 
January for our Confirmation Service. If anyone would like to ex-
plore Confirmation please speak to the Vicar in good time. 
 
This will be Bishop Mark’s second visit to us, probably one of the 
very few Benefices he has visited twice since he became Bishop of 
Chester. Last year he joined us for our Plough Sunday service at St 
Peter’s. 
 
Vicar’s Diary 
You will notice from the diary above that during the week begin-
ning 16th January I will be away most of the week. That is due to a 
combination of two things. Firstly Bishop Mark has asked me to be 
part of a new process by which people explore a vocation to or-
dained ministry. It is called the Shared Discernment Process and 
consists of two stages. Stage One is done locally and is a one day 
event. Stage Two is residential and is usually a three day event. It 
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Pastoral Visiting 
To enable us to work in a safer way and use travel distance more 
economically the clergy will resume pastoral visiting by prior ar-
rangement. If you would like a member of the clergy to visit please 
contact the Vicar.  
 
Minnows 
Our Minnows meets in the Mews on Thursdays 1.00-3.00pm. 
 
St Peter’s events 
Coffee and chat in church every 1st & 3rd Wednesday morning 
10.30 – 12.00. All welcome. 
Ladies Lunch at the Red Lion every 2nd Wednesday.  
 
First Thursday Café 
St Mary’s is starting an open time of welcome and hospitality in 
the Mews on the first Thursday of each month. This will be from 
10.30am to 12.00pm.  
 
There is no meeting in January so the next Café is on 3rd February. 
All are welcome so please invite people who might value just 
getting out for a cuppa and a chat. 
 
Benefice Diary – January 2022 
 
2 Epiphany 
 9.30am     Morning Prayer at St Mary’s 
 11.00am   Morning Prayer at St Peter’s 
 
9 Baptism of Christ  
 9.30am    Holy Communion at St Mary’s 
 11.00am Holy Communion at St Peter’s 
 11.30am Baptism of Evalyn Halsall at St Mary’s 
10 7.30pm St Mary’s PCC 
11 9.00am Men’s Breakfast at Tarporley Garden Centre 
 10.30am Ministry Team Meeting 
 4.00pm St Mary’s Fabric & Churchyard Committee 
15 10.00am Baptism Preparation in the Mews 
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Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Diana Bancroft  01606 552213  dianaandmartin@hotmail.com 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Mrs Cora Cowap 01829 760868  coseyathome@gmail.com 
 
Magazine Editor 
Mr Andy Martell 01829 760904 andy.martell@icloud.com 
 
Magazine Adverts 
Mr Chris Chrimes 01892 760632 chris.chrimes@uwclub.net 
 
 
St Mary, Whitegate 
 
Church Wardens 
Dr John Duthie 01606 889836     john.duthie@btinternet.com 
Mrs Anne Blayney 01606 74020   anneblayney2@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer 
Mrs Martine Petty 01606 888653 whitegatetreasurer@broomhay.co.uk 
 
PCC Secretary 
Mrs Linda Dutton  01606 862733  linda@etasalarms.plus.com 
 
Mothers’ Union 
Mrs Eileen Lees 01606 786895 or Mrs Chris Ball 01606 593260 
 
Safeguarding Officer 
Mrs Sue Whitehead 01606 852302  johnandsuewhitehead@talktalk.net 
 
Magazine Editor  
Vacant 
 
Mews Lettings 
Mr Deryck Petty  01606 888653  deryck.petty@gmail.com 
 
Church Flowers 
Mrs Pam Davies 01606 557833 
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From the Vicar 
 
Epiphany is a season of gifts. In many parts of the world presents 
are given at Epiphany rather than on Christmas Day. We remem-
ber the gifts of the Magi, gold - to signify a king, frankincense - to 
signify divinity, myrrh - to signify suffering. 
 
Gifts can be physical things, like the book I received about Edward 
King (expect more sermons on him in the future) or the motorcy-
cle bag for days out when the summer returns. Gifts can look 
backwards and forwards, as in the gifts of the Magi. 
 
But sometimes gifts can be our time, our skills, our imagination, or 
the gift of hospitality. One of the groups making good use of the 
gift of the Mews is Snow Angels. Many of us aren’t aware of what 
they do, so I asked Jo Jordan to share her and John’s experiences 
of the gifts Snow Angels offer. 
 
   ‘Snow Angels have recently been holding activity group meetings 
in The Mews at Saint Mary’s Whitegate and I was invited to 
the  ’Keep Connected Café’  held on Tuesdays. As a result of this, I 
would like to  tell you about  Snow Angels and the work they qui-
etly did during the Pandemic.  Without the incredible support giv-
en by Snow Angels I do not know how we, and many others, 
would have survived the ‘Lockdowns’. 
 
Snow Angels is a local social enterprise which supports older peo-
ple to continue to live independently and stay well by providing 
befriending services and practical support. Snow Angels is now 
nearly ten years old and was initiated to help older people during 
the cold winter months - hence the name!  
  
Since the start of the Covid pandemic, the number of people being 
referred to Snow Angels has increased significantly. Before the 
pandemic they supported 200 people and this has now increased to 
over 500 older people living throughout Cheshire West. During 
lockdown periods, Snow Angels focused on delivering food sup-
plies and medicines to elderly and vulnerable clients. In addition, 
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they offered regular telephone contact and supported service users 
with activity packs such as crafts, puzzles and colouring books. 
Last year, knowing that Christmas was going to be challenging for 
lots of people, Snow Angels worked with Greenbank School along 
with St Nicholas High School to make hampers which also included 
donations of books and activities. As a special festive treat, these 
Christmas hampers were delivered to over 500 grateful clients.  
  
Now restrictions have lifted, Snow Angels have started to run their 
face to face activity groups again, including Happy Mondays for 
adults with learning disabilities and the Keep Connected Café at 
the Mews, Whitegate. The café is open each Tuesday morning from 
10.30-12.30. Clients are welcomed for a chat and refreshments 
provided by the students from Greenbank School. The cost is £5 
and optional craft activities are available.  
  
Snow Angels continue to offer befriending and practical support 
during these challenging times. A regular telephone call can make 
a real difference to those living alone or experiencing a sense of 
isolation or anxiety. Practical support could include help with 
technology, collecting prescriptions, dog walking, support to claim 
disability benefits or signposting to other organisations and ser-
vices as appropriate.  
  
Snow Angels are supported by fantastic volunteers and more are 
always welcome. There are a number of roles available including 
befriending, support with practical tasks and transport to our so-
cial events. Volunteers can offer any number of hours to suit them 
and this does not have to be the same every week. Donations are 
also very welcome. 
  
If you are interested in finding out more you can 
email info@snowangels.org.uk or telephone 0300 666 6226.  
 

‘This help and support continues even now and we hope as many 
of you as possible will help this wonderful organisation in the qui-
et work and assistance they carry out.     Yours Jo & John Jordan’ 
 

Paul. 
 


