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Welcome to our new style “News” bulletin – which is being produced by the recently formed 
Parish Communications Group.

Our aim is to deliver information about the Parish and what is going on which will be of interest
to the local community as well as those who come to the Church. It is very much a work in 
progress and we would welcome feedback and ideas of what you would find it useful to 
include.

Our intention is that it should be available to read or download free of charge via our website
but also in printed booklet form for those who prefer that. We still have more work to do on
how best to achieve that with limited resources – so please bear with us.

Comments and items for inclusion in the JUNE “News” would be welcome – please send them 

to Christine Ball chrisball2015@gmail.com   by 15th May.

Please note that only limited Contact Details can be included in the on-line version
of this “News” - fuller details are on the website and in the print version.
Information about the Annual Meeting is already posted on the website.

Minnows

Minnows is our toddler group held in term 
time on Thursdays 1-3pm in the Church hall, 
The Mews, Church Green, Whitegate.
Join us for relaxed baby & toddler 
worship, play and social time.

Contacts:
Pauline Hayward 01606 591766 or 
Teresa Finney 07340 086403 
childrenswork2@gmail.com

Handbell Ringing

Handbell ringing will restart at 4pm on 
Wednesday 27th April in The Mews. 
New ringers are always welcome.

If you'd like to know more, then 
please contact Andrew Ball
martonsands@gmail.com
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May Diary:

1st Easter 3
9.30 Family Service St Mary's

5th 10.30 First Thursday Cafe The Mews

7th 10.30 Vicarage Coffee Morning (see back page) Vicarage

8th Easter 4
9.30 Holy Communion St Mary's

9th 6.30 pm Men’s Dinner at The Badger Inn Church Minshull

11th 9.00 Men's Breakfast Tarporley Garden
Centre

15th Easter 5
9.30 Morning Prayer St Mary's
10.45 Annual Church Meeting The Mews

17th 2.00 pm MU meeting “Magistrates in the Community” The Mews

18th 7.00 pm Movies in the Mews (see back page) The Mews

22nd Easter 6
9.30 Rogation Service St Mary's

24th 7.30 pm St Mary's PCC Meeting The Mews

26th Ascension Day
7.30 pm Holy Communion St Mary's

28th 7.00 pm Race Night (see back page) Little Budworth

29th Easter 7
10.30 Benefice Communion – a joint service when we St Peter's
note time! worship with St Peters, with whom we share our Little Budworth

Vicar.

JUNE Pentecost
5th 09.30 Holy Communion St Mary's

2.00 pm Jubilee Celebrations (see back page) Church Green

JUNE Trinity Sunday
12th 09.30 Morning Prayer St Mary's

St Mary's Choir

Music has always played an important part in our worship and St Mary’s choir has made a very 
significant contribution to this over the years. The choir is a friendly and enthusiastic group and 
enjoys leading the congregational singing and performing anthems and settings. The choir rehearses 
at 7.00pm on Thursdays during term time.

New members in all voice parts are most welcome. The ability to read music is desirable but not
essential, so as long as you can ‘hold a tune’ please consider joining us and helping to maintain
this vital element in our services.

Contact: Andrew Millinchip - amillinchip@gmail.com
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May letter from the Vicar

As we enter May I know many of our parishioners will be like children the week before Christmas, 
barely able to sleep for excitement, asking how many ‘sleeps’ to go. For May bring us to our Annual 
Parochial Church Meetings when folk get to be elected as Churchwardens and PCC members. (PCC 
stands for Parochial Church Council.) St Mary’s APCM is on 15th May, following on from the morning 
service.

The first thing we need to do is to say a huge thank you to those who have served our parishes as 
Churchwardens, PCC members and then as elected officers of the PCCs such as Treasurers, PCC 
Secretaries, Electoral Roll Officers and the most important of job of all, The Purveyor of Jaffa Cakes 
and Jammy Dodgers. There are also those who are ex-officio members of our PCCs by being our 
elected representatives on Deanery Synod.

These are roles which someone once described as ‘the thousand and one tasks of the Kingdom’. 
Without people willing to give of their time, skill and energy to carry out these tasks our churches 
could not open. Behind the scenes, often unseen and unsung, things are done which need to be 
done. They are done well and without fuss and run the risk of being taken for granted.

The past couple of years have been incredibly difficult in so many ways that none of us have 
experienced before. In one of the extra jobs I do lending a hand with Ministry Review for clergy in our 
deanery I know how many people have struggled, and continue to struggle, with the consequences of 
the pandemic. But we are reminded that we are an Easter people. Those who stood at the foot of the 
Cross were the same people who went to the tomb on the first Easter Day. God has an eye out for 
people willing to walk through the hard times.

I met with Bishop Julie, our new Bishop of Birkenhead, recently. Looking at our service registers the 
number of people attending services is now back to the same level as before the pandemic. She told 
me that is almost unique in our Diocese. Overall congregations are 30% down in numbers. So there 
are signs of hope and we must take encouragement from them.

This is not to say that we don’t face some significant challenges and I am sure the Church that is 
being shaped now is going to be different from the Church as we have known it before. But as we are 
reminded, God acts in the desert places and makes new things spring up in the barren landscape. The
question is, ‘Do you see this?’

I have a sense of God acting powerfully in these times. The pandemic has created a moment when 
things just stop. As the Psalmist says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” We often fail to hear the still 
small voice when we are busy. It is only when we are forced to stop, to let go of habits and traditions, 
that something new can be glimpsed.

I ask you to give thanks for those who serve our parishes. I ask you to consider if you have insights,
skills, time you can offer to further our work in this place. I ask you to prayerfully consider what God
may be asking of you in what comes next.



It is almost certain that the Church we shape now is going to be different from what has gone 
before. As someone who has given 37 years to ordained ministry you might expect me to be feeling
anxious about seeing so much that has been known and loved facing a time of uncertainty. In 
reality my only sense is that of confidence. It is the same confidence which inspired Isaiah to write;

Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.

I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.  (Isaiah 43: 18-19)

Those we elect to represent us this year will play an important part in shaping God’s ‘new thing’. It is 
an honour and privilege to be invited to be a labourer for the Kingdom. Pray for wisdom and 
discernment as we choose people to elect to office. The task set before them should be approached 
with joy, but also with fear and trembling. This is God’s work and he does not hesitate to ask great 
things of those who place their lives into His service.

Paul.
vicar@stmaryswhitegate.org

To find out about events in Chester Diocese
please click on the logo below

Details of events in our own parish are shown on the next page.
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