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70th Anniversary of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II 

Church Green, in our cover photo, will surely be bedecked in red, white and 
blue on Sunday 5th June.  Its situation at the heart of our village 
community makes it the perfect site for the Jubilee 
Picnic, organised by Whitegate & Marton Parish 
Council with St Mary’s Church, from 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. 
(See back page).  Come dressed in 50s style if you 
can and bring your picnic.  There will be cakes and 
tea available too, along with hay bales for seating, 
period music and more.  In the case of bad weather, 
we’ll be able to celebrate indoors, in the spacious 

School Hall. 

2nd June 1953 - Memories of the 

Coronation 
The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II, 
broadcast live on 2 June 1953, was the 
event that did more than any other to 
make television a mainstream medium 
and many readers will remember where 
they were and on whose set they watched 
the event.   

 
Well-known Whitegate parishioner, Tony 
Newall, was at Whitegate School and in 
the church choir at the time.  The school 
then was much smaller and Tony recounts 
that for the day of the Coronation, the 

Parish Council had negotiated the use of Marton School (a boarding school 
belonging to Northumberland County Council, now the site of The 
Paddocks). They had hired the biggest televisions they could find and set 
them up in the school hall.  All the villagers were invited to go and watch 

the live broadcast of the Service from Westminster Abbey.  In the 
afternoon, children from the village all took part in a Sports Day, with Tony 
winning several of the races, including the “Thread the needle” race, 
demanding excellent eyesight and fast legs! 
 
Later that evening, there was a dance for everyone at which Tony, together 
with Roy and Mervyn Clarke also choir boys, entertained the assembled 
company with Country and Western songs, accompanied by Mr Clarke on 
his guitar.  A great day, which has clearly lived long in the memory! 
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JUNE NEWS FROM ST MARY’S  

Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

At the meeting in The Mews on 15th May, our two 
churchwardens, John Duthie and Anne Blayney 
were elected to serve a further year.   
 
During the APCM which followed that meeting, 
five new members of the PCC were elected: Pam Venables & Elaine Campbell 
each for 2 years and John Blayney, Chris Newton and Eileen Lees each for 3 
years.  Those who this year completed their term on the PCC were very 
warmly thanked for their service. 
 
The Report and Accounts for 2021 were read and approved.  Everyone looks 
forward to moving ahead with plans for the future, many of which had to be 
put on hold during the pandemic. 
 

Thank you 

Mothers’ Union members from both Whitegate & Little 

Budworth would like to thank everyone who supported the 

recent Coffee Morning at the Vicarage.  The magnificent sum 

of £540.35 was raised for MU projects and the convivial 

morning was enjoyed by all. 

 

The next meeting of St Mary’s Mothers’ Union is on Tuesday 21st June at 7.30 

pm in The Mews.  Members, please note that, in a change to our advertised 

programme, we are planning a Quiz and ask everyone to bring with them 4 

questions on any subject, together with the appropriate answers. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS:  Please note that only limited details can be included 

in this online version of the NEWS.  Fuller details are in the printed version. 

JULY NEWS 

Comments and items for inclusion in the next edition of our newsletter would 

be welcome.  Please send them to Christine Ball chrisball2015@gmail.com 

by 15th June. 

The Mews 

We are looking for a weekly cleaner to help us keep things spick and 

span in The Mews. 1.5 hours per week, £12 per hour, materials provided.  

Start date, day & time to be discussed.  For more information, contact 

Deryck Petty on 07974 447776 or email deryck.petty@gmail.com 

mailto:chrisball2015@gmail.com
mailto:deryck.petty@gmail.com
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June Diary: 

2nd 10.30 am 1st Thursday Café – Jubilee Themed The Mews 

5th   

9.30 am 

2.00 – 4.00 pm 

Pentecost – Whit Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Jubilee Vintage Picnic Tea Party (see 

page 8) 

 

St Mary’s 

Church Green 

6th  Please note that the Vicar is working at a conference this week. 

12th   

9.30 am 

Trinity Sunday 

Morning Prayer 

 

St Mary’s 

13th  7.30 pm Joint Benefice Standing Committee 
meeting 

The Mews 

14th   Deanery Synod Meeting  

15th   

9.00 am 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Tarporley Garden 

Centre 

16th  8.00 am Provisional date for the Rev’d Jane 

Millinchip’s licensing   

Bishop’s House 

19th   

9.30 am 

7.00 pm 

Trinity 1 

Morning Prayer 

Strings at the Abbey Concert (see 
page 8) 

 

St Mary’s 

Vale Royal Abbey 

20th  7.30 pm Archdeacon’s Visitation St James’ Latchford 

21st  9.00 am 

7.30 pm  

Royal Cheshire County Show 

Mothers’ Union – Quiz  

Tabley 

The Mews 

22nd  9.00 am Royal Cheshire County Show Tabley 

24th  2.00 pm School Maypole Dancing (weather 

permitting) 

Church Green 

26th   

9.30 am 

Trinity 2 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

28th  2.00 pm Pastoral & Fellowship Committee 
meeting 

Dairy Cottage 

JULY 

3rd  

 

9.30 am 

Trinity 3 

Family Service 

 

St Mary’s 

9th  7.00 pm Jubilee Quiz & Supper (see page 8) The Mews 

10th   

9.30 am 

Trinity 4 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

Visiting:  Keeping people safe remains a key priority post-pandemic so we 

are currently offering pastoral visits on request but making more use of the 

phone to keep in touch.  However, please don’t hesitate to ask for one of the 

clergy to visit, even if it is just for a chat.  We want to visit people at home and 
are committed to doing the best we can.    The Vicar’s phone number is 01606 

889995. 
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June letter from the Vicar 

On 2nd June we celebrate both my mother’s birthday and the Platinum 
Jubilee of the Coronation of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 2nd June was 
chosen as the day most statistically likely to be dry, however I am told that 
it rained and indeed has done so virtually every 2nd June since. Unwisely 
we are nearly always away on holiday that week which is due to it being 
half term and we can only take annual leave during school holidays. So 
sadly we shall not be with you for this year’s celebrations but I would like 
to thank those who are making arrangements to mark the Jubilee both on 
the Thursday and on Sunday afternoon. 
 

Her Majesty has served the nation and the Commonwealth for an 
extraordinary long period of time. Her commitment to duty is inspiring, it 
is deeply rooted in her Christian faith. A friend serves as her chaplain and 
gained permission for us to visit the estate Chapel at Windsor where the 
Queen worships. He told me of a service during which he got something 
muddled and was corrected quietly but firmly from the royal pew. 
 
Such a sense of duty goes beyond duty itself; it hints at the generous grace 
which is more of the heart than the head. Our nation and the wider world 
have much to be thankful for. 

 
Visitors to our Churchyards often comment how well they are kept and June 
is a busy time with things growing so quickly. Some children from 
Whitegate School were recently doing some work on the War and visited 
the War Memorial. They took an interest in the Churchyard and wondered 
why some graves are well tended and other overgrown.  
 
Much of that is down to individual families of course, many of the older 
graves have no-one to look after them. We try to find a balance between 
leaving space for wildlife and keeping the Churchyard tidy.  

 
They asked if there was a grave that was untended which they could tidy 
up and I suggested they might be able to look after the Muirhead Bone 
grave at Whitegate. Sir Muirhead Bone was a skilled artist who came to 
national attention through his detailed sketches of life on the frontline 
during WW1. During WW2 he was again commissioned as a war artist 
though this time as a Major in the Royal Marines and stationed with the 
Admiralty.  
 
There is a sad story of how the family grave came to be in Whitegate.  
 

Continued over……… 
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In the 1930’s, whilst living in Oxford, their son Gavin suffered from TB. He 

was sent to Vale Royal House which had been requisitioned as a sanatorium 
when war was declared and died there in April 1942. Sir Muirhead Bone 
and Lady Gertrude regularly visited and Gavin’s funeral was held at 
Whitegate, he was buried in the churchyard. When Sir Muirhead died of 
leukaemia in 1953, he was buried in the same grave. Their remaining son, 
Stephen, died in 1956 leaving Lady Gertrude a sole survivor until she died 
in 1962. She was also buried at Whitegate.  
 
There being no surviving family the grave has been generally left uncared 
for save for times when local volunteers have tidied it up.  
 

To have the children interested in the story behind the grave and being 
willing to make it look smart again is an encouraging sign. I suspect they 
won’t be able to do it for long as the Year 6 children leave our school in 
July, but it will be something they remember and who knows where these 
things lead? 
 
So if you see them working you know why, and take some time to visit that 
part of the churchyard and see what they have achieved. 

 

Paul 

vicar@stmaryswhitegate.org 

 

 

Wednesday 1st June at 7.30 p.m. 

in Whitegate Recreation Room.  

The Reluctant Shepherdess – 

with Rosie Lee. 

See also on page 8, details of the 

Village Show in September.  

Schedules available in the Church 

Porch. 

For more news from WI, click on the 
logo below. 

WHITEGATE WI 

Our Parish Council has a new 

website.   

For all the latest news and 

information about the Annual 

Assembly, held recently in the 

School Hall, click on the logo 

below. 

mailto:vicar@stmaryswhitegate.org
http://www.whitegatewi.weebly.com/
http://www.whitegatemarton-parishcouncil.org.uk
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