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Thanks to Jane Millinchip for our close-up of an ear of barley, chosen from 
one of several beautiful photos of fields of barley around Whitegate, waving 
in the breeze.  This and other cereal, fruit and vegetable crops in fields and 
gardens locally always bring to mind our Harvest Festival.  But why at this 
time of year?  Keen gardeners and farmers have been harvesting different 
crops for months now.  What are the origins of the word “harvest”?   
 
It comes from the Old English word “haerfest” meaning autumn, the season 
for making sure all is safely gathered in to carry communities through the 
barren winter months.  In the 19th & early 20th centuries, the Harvest Tea 
or Supper would always take place after a Service of Thanksgiving for all 
the crops gathered in, with much dancing and merry-making to follow as 
the workers let their hair down after weeks of raking, carting and stacking.  
In fact, the celebrations were sometimes so excessive as to cause 
consternation among the “respectable classes”! 
 
Our Harvest Festival takes place on Sunday 2nd October at 9.30 am at St 
Mary’s, with the Harvest Supper on the following Friday, 7th, in The Mews.  
Our team will be decorating the church porch on Saturday 1st October and 
we invite all who can to bring fresh produce early that morning to make a 
great display.  On that morning and at the service on Sunday, we should 

also like donations of groceries which will be delivered later to the Mid 
Cheshire Foodbank.   
 
As we are all aware, the foodbank is under more pressure than ever at the 
moment, providing a lifeline by offering groceries to people in crisis.  Items 
they are short of at present include: 
 
jam, jelly, tinned rice pudding, custard and fruit, tea bags (80s) 
long life fruit juice, timed/mashed potatoes & savoury sandwich 
spreads.   

 
Let’s help by making a bumper collection. 
 
If you’d like to know more about the Mid-Cheshire 
Foodbank – how you can help, or get help, their 
website has all the information.  
midcheshirefoodbank.org.uk  

file:///C:/Users/Christine/Downloads/midcheshirefoodbank.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Downloads/midcheshirefoodbank.org.uk


3 

 Would you like to receive the NEWS by e-

mail?  If so, then simply send a request to 

chrisball2015@gmail.com 

 

 Harvest Donations 

Our Harvest Festival takes place on Sunday, 2 October.  We are 

supporting the Mid Cheshire Foodbank, so please bring to the 

services donations of non-perishables for them   
   

 Do you make a good cake? 

Our increasingly popular First Thursday Café serves delicious home-

made cakes.  If you can volunteer to provide one from time to time, 

please contact Chris Newton on 01829 760239 

 

 News from the PCC 

At a recent meeting of St Mary’s PCC, the restart of a home group or 

prayer group was discussed, together with plans for the possible 

provision of a mid-week service.  Watch this space for more news 

 

 Men’s Breakfast 
Our monthly men’s breakfast takes place on Wednesday, 12 October 

at 9.00am at Tarporley Garden Centre. To join the group please 

contact Alan Newton on 01829 760239.  All are welcome 

 

 

 

WHITEGATE WI 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7.30 pm in Whitegate Recreation 

Room.  Visitors are always welcome.  The next meeting is on 5th October and 
will be a Bollywood Dance Workshop, with Lalita’s Namastey India Bollywood 

Dance Classes & Workshops  

Comments and items for inclusion in the next edition of our newsletter 
would be welcome.  Please send them to Christine Ball, 
chrisball2015@gmail.com by 15th October. 

mailto:chrisball2015@gmail.com
mailto:chrisball2015@gmail.com
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2nd   

9.30 am  

11.00 am 

3.00 pm 

Harvest Festival 

Family Service 

Family Service  

Wedding 

 

St Mary’s 

St Peter’s 

St Mary’s 

5th   10.30 am Coffee and Chat St Peter’s 

6th  10.30 am First Thursday Café (see page 8) The Mews 

7th  7.00 pm St Mary’s Harvest Supper (see page 

8) 

The Mews 

9th     

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

Trinity 17 

Holy Communion 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

St Peter’s 

10th  10.00 am School Harvest Service St Mary’s 

12th   

9.00 am 

10.30 am 

7.30 pm 

 

Men’s Breakfast (see page 8) 

Safeguarding Review Meeting 

Deanery Synod 

Tarporley Garden 

Centre 

The Vicarage 

Weaverham 

14th  7.30 pm Bostock Singers St Peter’s 

16th   

9.30 am 

11.00 am 

Trinity 18 

Morning Prayer 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

St Peter’s 

17th  7.30 pm Joint Standing Committee Meeting The Mews 

19th  10.30 am 

2.00 pm 

Coffee and Chat 

St Peter’s Mothers’ Union 

St Peter’s 

Jenny Marshall’s 

23rd    
9.30 am 

11.00 am 

Trinity 19 Bible Sunday 

Holy Communion 

Morning Prayer 

 

St Mary’s 

St Peter’s 

30th   

10.30 am 

Fourth Before Advent 

Benefice Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

 On 23rd October Dick Clague will be preaching at St Mary’s to mark 40 
years’ service as a Reader. On 30th October Denise Price from the Oak 
Project will be speaking at our Benefice Communion service. 
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‘Autumnal’ is one of my favourite words. Possibly because when I was at school 

our English teacher guided us to study ‘To Autumn’ by John Keats.  
 

Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 

With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run; 
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees, 

And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 

With a sweet kernel; to set budding more, 

And still more, later flowers for the bees, 
Until they think warm days will never cease, 

For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells. 
 

Honey bees are vegetarian descendants of wasps. Unlike wasps and bumble-
bees where only the hibernating queen lives through the winter honey bees live 

through the winter as a colony. This is why they make honey, it is their winter 

food supply. Beekeepers check the weight of a hive through the autumn to make 
sure the bees have sufficient honey to see them through the long hard months 

ahead. 
 

In Keats’ time the later flowers would be ivy, autumn crocus, late flowering 

honeysuckle, heleniums and other traditional garden plants. Today one of the 
bees’ favourites is Himalayan Balsam, an invasive species which thrives near 

water. Bees that have been on balsam are easy to spot because they come back 
to the hive white. Balsam pollen hangs at the top of the flower and is pure 

white. As bees climb down into the flower to reach the nectar they gather pollen 

on their backs so they come home looking like tiny punk rockers with a Mohican 
haircut.  

 
I once attended a poetry reading at which a poem was read about the autumn 

describing the appearance of ‘ghost bees’. The person reading it didn’t know 

what it referred to so I showed them a picture of a bee that had been on 
balsam. 

 
Himalayan Balsam is invasive and some people prefer to slash at the fleshy 

stems before they can flower. Beekeepers can see the silver lining in its 

presence because it provides a good source of nectar and pollen for autumn 
bees. 

 
Our world changes, sometimes for the better, sometimes not. This autumn 

many will be anxious about the cold months ahead of us. Fuel prices are rising 

as an aftermath of Covid and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. The cost of 
heating our homes will drive many people into fuel poverty, and beyond. 
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I say ‘and beyond’ because fuel poverty is defined as when someone spends 

10% of their income on heating bills. Most clergy have been in fuel poverty for 

years because vicarages tend to be large and stipends not so large. They are 
places of work so need to be heated during the day. We have usually spent 

around 15% of our income on heating. You can live with fuel poverty. But this 
winter many households will go beyond spending 10% of their income on 

heating. Many people will need to make a choice between food and heating. This 

goes beyond fuel poverty, we are being taken back to Victorian Britain when 
winter was lethal. 

 
October is a month beloved by poets. There have been more poems written 

about October than any other month. The richness of colour, the season of fruits 

and mists, the drawing in of the nights around a roaring fire. ‘Autumnal’ is a rich 
word. But this year it carries another meaning, one the poets have ignored, that 

for many autumn is the harbinger of hard times for which we are not ready. 
 

When I go through my bees some hives are heavy with honey. The bees are 
content and peaceful. But some hives haven’t done so well. The bees know they 

are in trouble. As soon as I lift the roof from the hive there is a roar of distress. 

A beekeeper listens to their bees. Where there is a problem something needs to 
be done. 

 
As a church we face a difficult winter. Churches, like pubs which are forecasting 

many closures, are not protected by energy price caps. We are paying the full 

commercial rates for fuel. Some churches have seen their energy bills rise by 
over 1000%. In the Church Times there have been articles about churches 

closing for the winter. We know there is a problem, so what can we do? 
 

Both our churches have been long term supporters of the Foodbank. The work 

of the Foodbank is going to be even more important on the months ahead. 
Please support their work. 

 
Some churches and other public buildings are looking at also becoming Warm 

Banks, places where people can go to keep warm during the day. It is something 

our Parochial Church Councils need to discuss. Maybe we have a place, such as 
the Mews, where we could be open for a day. If various local churches had a 

rota for one day each it would share the costs. I hope something can be co-
ordinated within our deanery and in co-operation with ecumenical colleagues. 

 

Keats’ poem ends with gathering swallows twittering in the sky, gathering of 
course in preparation for migration to warmer places. Lucky swallows. 

Paul 
 
All Souls Services 
We will be holding our All Souls Services on 6th November, 6.30pm at St Peter’s, 

and 13th November, 6.30pm at St Mary’s. If you have names you would like to be 

remembered at these services, please send them to the Vicar in good time before 
the services.
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www.whitegatemarton-parishcouncil.co.uk 
Looking for updates on planning 
issues, new initiatives and other local 
items?  Take a look at the Parish 
Council website where you’ll find a 
wealth of interest in the reports from 
recent meetings. 
 

 

We regret, we are not able to publish the list of contacts on this web version 
of the Newsletter.  To make contact, please refer to the church website:  

www.stmaryswhitegate.org or pick up a printed copy of the Newsletter from 

church, church porch or from The Mews.  They are also available at Whitegate 
Station Café, at The Plough or in the Recreation Room. 
 

Published by St Mary’s Whitegate Parish Church CW8 2BH  

www.stmaryswhitegate.org 

http://www.whitegatemarton-parishcouncil.co.uk/
http://www.stmaryswhitegate.org/
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/My%20Documents/2022/Church/Newsletter/www.stmaryswhitegate.org

