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Our cover photo  
An unexpected bonus from a Big Clean at church, these delightful crèche 
figures, in plaster of Paris, were uncovered a few years ago tucked away 
on top of one of the choir vestry cupboards at St Mary’s and since that time 
they have always been part of the Christmas display. 
 
Their origins remain a mystery, so if anyone reading the December News 
knows anything about where they came from or who donated them to St 
Mary’s, we would be very glad to hear about it.   
 
During Advent and the Christmas period there is a whole range of services 
and events planned at St Mary’s, in The Mews and in the village.  All are 

listed in the diary on page 6 and on the Christmas card we have prepared 
for distribution throughout the parish.  Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered their services as foot-soldiers for this task.   

⧫ ⧫ ⧫ ⧫ ⧫ 

A focal point for remembrance all year 
We are all aware that our War Memorial bears the Roll of 

Honour listing the servicemen of our parish who bravely 
sacrificed their lives in conflict for our freedom and peace. 

We of course honour the Fallen during Remembrance-tide 
and always will.  But to the parents, wives, relatives and 

friends of the Fallen, it had, and often still has, a much 

more personal significance.  You see, apart from James 
Frith, Grenadier Guards, who died of battle wounds in a 

British Military Hospital in Swindon, none of the 

servicemen listed on our Memorial is actually interred in 
our churchyard.  The majority are buried in France or 

Belgium, or have no known grave.   

 
On receipt of the dreaded telegram informing families that their loved ones had 

Died in Action, there was no local funeral for families and friends to attend, and 

of course no grave in the churchyard for them to visit in order to lay flowers and 
spend some time during the grieving process.  And so, the Memorial became 

their focal point and a location where they could view the names, reflect on their 

lives, and leave flowers and wreaths on the steps, perhaps on significant 
occasions such as birthdays and anniversaries.   

 

Despite the passage of time, during my tenure as Church Warden, I occasionally 
noticed flowers on the steps of the Memorial, perhaps with a short note or 

nothing at all.  Life goes on but memories remain! 
Martin Allen 
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DECEMBER NEWS FROM ST MARY’S

 Carols at The Plough, Beauty Bank.  The Choir has been invited to 
sing carols at The Plough from 8.15 pm on Thursday 1st December.  Join 
them there, for their first carol outing of the season. 

 Christmas Concert at Vale Royal Abbey.  On 
15th December, St Mary’s Singers will be leading 
carols and performing other seasonal items.  On 
arrival, there will be complimentary mulled wine 
with mince pies for musicians and audience. 
Please note that the concert will start at 7.30 pm 
(not 7.00 pm as stated on our Christmas card). 

 Mothers’ Union Advent Service at St Peter’s.  On Wednesday 14th 
December at 2.00 pm our two MU branches are holding this service, 
during which there will be Advent hymns and readings, prayers and a 
time for reflection that is often lost during the busyness of our 
preparations for Christmas. If you too feel the need to pause and take 
stock, do join us there. 

 
The Parish Council invites you to the Switch 
on of the Christmas Tree lights, at 5.15 pm on 
Saturday 3rd December on Church Green.  
 

There will be carols around the tree, refreshments 
afterwards in the School Hall and music from 
Decibells, with the chance to try your hand at 
tune-ringing with handbells. 

Situations Vacant at The Mews.   

▪ We urgently need a Bookings Officer to handle enquiries and deal 
with the letting of the Mews.  A straightforward diary system is 

in place and training can be offered! Sadly, if no one comes 
forward to do this job, we shall not be able to take on new 
bookings. 

▪ In addition, the team looking after upkeep of our lovely Mews is 
looking to recruit volunteers to clean the windows outside three 
or four times a year.  If we can build a team, then your turn would 
just come round once a year.   

Could you help with either of these jobs?  For more information, just 
contact deryck.petty@gmail.com 

file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/My%20Documents/2022/Church/Newsletter/deryck.petty@gmail.com
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December Letter from the Vicar…. 
 
Pick a Christmas, any Christmas…. 
 
You can have Matthew’s Christmas for example.  He 
traces Jesus back to Abraham (interestingly taking in 
Ruth on the way) and narrates the story of Herod and 
the Magi.  He doesn’t call them kings nor are there three 
of them.  The Magi were astrologers, predicting human 
events by watching the stars.  All a bit dodgy but 
Matthew is making the point that the pinnacle of current 
human wisdom recognises who this child is. 

 
Abraham is of course the founding father of the Jewish people. 
 
Or you can have Luke.  He traces Jesus back to Adam, the origin of the 
entire human race.  It is Luke who tells us of shepherds, another dodgy 
lot.  Shepherds were generally despised and mistrusted.  Yet Luke tells us 
that God chose them to be the first witnesses to the Christ’s birth. 
 
Or you can have John.  No stable, no star, no wise men, no shepherds.  He 
traces Jesus back to the very beginning of everything.  Before creation 

even.  Jesus is the Logos, usually translated as the Word but it could equally 
mean Wisdom.  Everything God has done and does and will do happens 
through that which appears amongst us full of grace and truth.  The light 
that shines in the darkness. 
 
When John says that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”, the 
word he uses means literally, ‘one who pitches their tent alongside ours’. 
 
Or you can have Mark.  When I look at the shops selling Christmas tat in 
October. Houses festooned with lights in November.  Places which play 
Christmas carols in December, then I go with Mark’s Christmas.  Have a 

look, you’ll find it very refreshing. 
 
Before Christmas comes Advent which, too often, we miss out on.  Advent 
is a time of expectation, anticipation, waiting.  Too often these days we live 
life in a rush.  We have lost the art of looking forward with eagerness, and 
patience.  There is much to be gained and learned in waiting. 
 
R S Thomas’ poem, “The Absence”, seems at first to lack in hope.  Yet there 
is a taut sense of expectation thrumming in every line: 
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Alfred Delp, a Roman Catholic priest who worked in the underground 
German resistance to the Nazis, wrote of Advent that it is the time in which 
we recognise that, “Space is still filled with the noise of destruction and 
annihilation, the shouts of self-assurance and arrogance, the weeping of 
despair and helplessness.  But round about the horizon the eternal realities 
stand silent in their age-old longing.  There shines on them already the first 
mild light of the radiant fulfilment to come.” 
 
We need to stand in the empty spaces, in order to recognise that which 
God is doing in Christmas. To stand still, in order to perceive God’s 
movement towards us in the tiny and fragile. To be silent, in order to hear 
the song of the angels in the darkness. 

Paul 

It is this great absence 

that is like a presence, that compels 

me to address it without hope 
of a reply. It is a room I enter 

 

from which someone has just 
gone, the vestibule for the arrival 

of one who has not yet come.  

I modernise the anachronism 
 

of my language, but he is no more here 

than before. Genes and molecules 
have no more power to call 

him up than the incense of the Hebrews 
 

at their altars. My equations fail 

as my words do. What resources have I 
other than the emptiness without him of my whole 

being, a vacuum he may not abhor? 

CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY 

Prayerspace is a weekly email sent out by CMS to those who have 

registered for it, detailing people, places and situations in the world that 
need our prayers right now. At the time of writing, the situations in Ukraine 

and in Afghanistan are critical, with harsh winter temperatures and fresh air 

strikes around Kyiv and famine causing desperation in Afghanistan. Please 
remember them in your prayers.  To receive Prayerspace, sign up at: 

churchmissionsociety.org/signup/prayer-email/    

file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/My%20Documents/2022/Church/Newsletter/churchmissionsociety.org/signup/prayerlines/
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December Diary: 

Please note that the Vicar’s usual day off is Friday. Your generosity in allowing a 

day of rest is greatly appreciated. 

1st       

 

10.30 am 

8.15 pm 

 

Festive First Thursday Café (see p.8) 

St Mary’s Choir lead carol singing at 

The Plough 

 

The Mews 

The Plough 

Beauty Bank 

3rd  5.15 pm Switch on of Christmas Tree lights Church Green 

4th  

9.30 am 

Advent 2 

Family Service 

 

St Mary’s 

5th 6.30 for 7.00 pm Gentlemen’s Christmas Dinner (see p.8) The Plough 

7th  12.00 noon Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary’s 

11th   

9.30 am 

Advent 3 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

14th  9.00 am 

12.00 noon 

2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Men’s Breakfast 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Mothers’ Union Advent Service 

Home Group 

Tarporley G’dn Centre 

St Mary’s 

St Peter’s 

59 Carnoustie Close 

15th  7.30 pm Christmas Concert by St Mary’s Singers 
(see p.8) 

Vale Royal Abbey 

16th  10.00 am School Carol Service St Mary’s 

18th   

9.30 am 

6.30 pm 

Advent 4 

Morning Prayer 

Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 

 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

21st  12.00 noon Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary’s 

24th   

4.00 pm 

11.30 pm 

Christmas Eve 

Crib Service  

Christmas Midnight Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

25th   

9.30 am 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

NB There is no Wednesday Holy Communion on 28th December.  The Vicar is on 
annual leave from 28th December – 4th January 

1st

 

9.30 am 

Christmas 1 

Morning Prayer 

 

St Mary’s 

4th  10.00 am 

12.00 noon 

Crafty Coffee 

Holy Communion 

The Mews 

St Mary’s 

5th  10.30 am First Thursday Café The Mews 

8th   

9.30 am 

Epiphany 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

JANUARY NEWS Comments and items for inclusion in the next edition of our newsletter 

would be welcome.  Please send them to: chrisball2015@gmail.com by 12th December. 

mailto:chrisball2015@gmail.com
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Contacts 
 

Vicar 

Rev Canon Paul Dawson 01606 889995 

The Vicarage, Cinder Hill, Whitegate CW8 

2BH 

vicaragecinderhill@outlook.com 

Churchwardens 

John Duthie  01606 889836 

john.duthie@btinternet.com 

Anne Blayney 01606 74020 

anneblayney2@gmail.com  

Rev Dr John Stopford 01606 558802 

jstopford801@btinternet.com 

Treasurer  

John Duthie  01606 889836 

 

Rev Jane Millinchip  07981 981293 

revdjanemillinchip@outlook.com 

 

PCC Secretary 

Linda Dutton  01606 862733 

whitegatepccsec@hotmail.com 

Children’s Worker 

Teresa Finney   01606 889311 

childrenswork2@gmail.com 

Mothers’ Union 

Eileen Lees  01606 786895 

elees1940@gmail.com 

Musical Director 

Andrew Millinchip  01606 516225 

amillinchip@gmail.com 

Mews Lettings 

 

Safeguarding Officer 

Sue Whitehead  01606 852302 

 

“News” Coordinator 

Christine Ball 01606 593260 

chrisball2015@gmail.com 

Church Flowers 

Pam Davies   01606 557833 

Pastoral & Fellowship Committee 

Alan Newton  01829 760239 

acenewton513@gmail.com 

 

 
Would you like to receive the NEWS by e-mail?  If so, then simply 
send a request to chrisball2015@gmail.com  

WHITEGATE WI 
Meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7.30 pm in Whitegate Recreation 

Room.  Visitors are always welcome.  The next meeting is on 7th December 

and will be a Christmas Table Decoration workshop.  For information, go to 

www.whitegatewi.weebly.com or email whitegatewi@outlook.com 
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