
St Mary, Whitegate and St Peter, Little Budworth
Readings for Easter 2 - Sunday 12th April 2026

BENEFICE COMMUNION at St Mary's

COLLECT:

Almighty Father, you have given your only
Son to die for our sins and to rise again 
for our justification:

grant us so to put away the leaven of 
malice and wickedness that we may 
always serve you in pureness of living 
and truth;

through the merits of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING:

Acts 2: 14a , 22-32

But Peter, standing with the eleven, 
raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘You that are Israelites, listen to what I 
have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with deeds of 
power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you 
yourselves know—this man, handed over 
to you according to the definite plan and 
foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of those outside the 
law. But God raised him up, having freed 
him from death, because it was 
impossible for him to be held in its power.

For David says concerning him,

“I saw the Lord always before me, for he 
is at my right hand so that I will not be 
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and
my tongue rejoiced; moreover, my flesh 
will live in hope.

For you will not abandon my soul to 
Hades, or let your Holy One experience 
corruption.

You have made known to me the ways of
life;you will make me full of gladness with
your presence.”

‘Fellow-Israelites, I may say to you 
confidently of our ancestor David that he 
both died and was buried, and his tomb 
is with us to this day. Since he was a 
prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put 
one of his descendants on his throne. 
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

“He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did
his flesh experience corruption.”

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all 
of us are witnesses.

GOSPEL READING:

John 20: 19-end

When it was evening on that day, the first
day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were 
locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ 

After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.’ 

When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 



If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.’

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), 
one of the twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. So the other disciples 
told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he 
said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger 
in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.’

A week later his disciples were again in 
the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger 
here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.’ 

Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.’

Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. But these are written
so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life 
in his name.

POST-COMMUNION

Lord God our Father, through our Saviour 
Jesus Christ you have assured your 
children of eternal life and in baptism 
have made us one with him:

deliver us from the death of sin and raise 
us to new life in your love, in the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit, by the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY
19th April

St Mary's 9.30 am Morning Prayer

St Peter's 11.00 am Holy Communion

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH
MEETINGS

St Mary's: Sunday 19th April after Morning Prayer

St Peter's: Sunday 26th April after Morning Prayer

SAFEGUARDING:
St Mary's & St Peter’s take our duty and obligation
to protect all extremely seriously. We have 
adopted the national Church of England's 
procedures and guidelines. You can find out more 
about the national policies and procedures at 
www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding 

If you have any safeguarding concerns or issues 
of a safeguarding matter then you can find useful 
contact information at:
https://www.chesterdiocese.org and click on the 
“Safeguarding” tab
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