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Our cover photo  

A stunning photo, taken by John Blayney one evening recently just after the 

clocks changed and the floodlighting was switched on for Autumn/Winter 2025-

26.  The loss of the cypress tree by the lychgate has been mourned but there 
have been some positive outcomes and this fresh and complete view of St Mary’s 

both from Vale Royal Drive and on the approach from Hartford is clearly one to 

be appreciated.   

A further bonus – in addition to the holly, which 

was there all along and though hidden under 

the branches of the conifer was being nurtured 
by Richard Kaye – is the fine cross carved in the 

stump of the felled tree by Steve Leech, a 

member of Church Wood Conservation Group 

who regularly helps around the churchyard too.   

And that’s not all, at the foot of the stump 

grows a small cotoneaster.  It stands a good 
chance of thriving now it has less competition.  

This is succession planning at its best! 

Thank you to everyone who has helped manage 

this spot for future generations.   

 

Best wishes to everyone, for a 

happy and peaceful Christmas. 

  

A verse for DECEMBER 

Luke Ch 2: v 19 

“Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” 

When our boys were young, I kept a folder for each of them.  In them, I put school 
reports, swimming certificates, concert programmes and so on - in other words 
all the things which marked important events in their lives, and which I wanted 
to treasure as they grew up.  I am sure that many parents do something similar. 

In this verse, we are with Mary in the stable.  She has just had a visit from the 
shepherds who have spoken of the newborn baby in her arms as the Messiah, the 
Lord. This is all so overwhelming for her. She sits there quietly absorbed in her 
own thoughts, treasuring the moment, but wondering too what the future holds.  

We can all relate to how she feels, and, of course, we, unlike Mary, know how 
the story will evolve. What a journey she is on! 

SJM 
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DECEMBER Diary 

2nd         
 

2.00 pm 

The Vicar is Duty Chaplain today at the 

cathedral. 

Bible Study at Commonside 

 

 

L.B. Methodist Chapel 

3rd        10.00 am 

12.00 noon 

Crafty Coffee 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

The Mews 

St Mary’s 

4th   10.30 am Festive First Thursday Café with Carols (See 

page 8) 

The Mews 

6th   5.15 pm Whitegate Lights Switch-on & refreshments 

Hosted by Whitegate & Marton PC.  (See 

page 8) 

Church Green & School 

Hall 

7th      

9.30 am 

4.30 pm 

Advent 2 

Family Service 

Christingle Service 

 

St Mary’s 

St Peter’s 

9th   2.00 pm 

2.00 pm 

Mothers’ Union Advent Service 

Bible Study at Commonside  

St Peter’s 

L.B. Methodist Chapel  

10th    9.00 am 

10.00 am 

12.00 noon 

Men’s Breakfast 

Crafty Coffee 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Tarporley G’dn Centre  

The Mews 

St Mary’s 

14th          

9.30 am 

Advent 3 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

16th   2.00 pm 

7.30 pm 

Bible Study at Commonside 

Carols in the Abbey (Ticket only.  See p 8) 

L.B. Methodist Chapel 

Vale Royal Abbey 

17th     10.00 am 

12.00 noon 

7.00 pm 

Crafty Coffee 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

St Mary’s Choir sings carols at The Plough 

The Mews 

St Mary’s 

The Plough Beauty Bank 

19th  10.00 am Whitegate School Carol Service St Mary’s 

21st           

9.30 am 

9.30 am 

6.30 pm 

Advent 4 

Morning Prayer 

Storytelling Service 

Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 

 

St Mary’s 

The Mews 

St Mary’s 

24th   

4.00 pm 

11.30 pm 

Christmas Eve (N.B.  No midday service) 

Crib Service 

Midnight Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

25th    

9.30 am 

Christmas Day 

Holy Communion for Christmas 

 

St Mary’s 

28th        

9.30 am 

Holy Innocents 

Holy Communion 

 

St Mary’s 

31st  12.00 noon Holy Communion (BCP) St Mary’s 

JAN  

1st  

Please note that the First Thursday Café is not on New Year’s Day.  The first Thursday Café 

of 2026 will be a week later, on Thursday 8th January. 

4th   

9.30 am 

Epiphany 

Morning Prayer 

 

St Mary’s 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

Remember that St Mary’s Church Whitegate is registered with 

easyfundraising.  If you sign up, then each time you buy online, from 
many different shops and businesses, St Mary’s will receive a small 

donation AT NO COST TO YOU!  Sign up to support us at 

https://tinyurl.com/mubythrp  or scan this QR code.   

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://tinyurl.com/mubythrp
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December letter from the Vicar  

I wonder, what is your first memory of Christmas? 
Mine is a Christmas concert at the Philharmonic in 
Liverpool.  My father took me, we were sat high up in 
the circle, which gave a great sense of the number of 
people gathered for something completely new to me. 
The defining memory is of when the music stopped (as 
someone who has always suffered with tinnitus it was 
something of a relief) and the lights dimmed.  A single 
spotlight focused on a lectern set just off centre.  A 
man stepped forward and began to read. 

The man was Richard Baker, the broadcaster, known by most people for 
presenting the BBC News.  A man of many talents his voice was magnificent.  
He paused, there was a moment of perfect stillness, and then he began to 
read.  The poem he read was Laurie Lee’s Christmas Landscape.  

“Tonight the wind gnaws with teeth of glass….” 

The power of words. 

Many years later, when I was Vicar of St Helen’s Church in Northwich, I was 
driving over the canal bridge at Wincham Wharf with the car radio on.  This 
memory is odd as I never have the radio on when driving.  But sometimes 
things are meant to happen and as I drove over the bridge an interview with 
Laurie Lee was broadcast.  I pulled into the boatyard (owned by one of our 
parishioners), turned the engine off, and listened. 

It was Christmas 1945, the war had ended but much of the world was in ruins.  
The BBC had commissioned Laurie Lee to write a poem to make the first post-
war Christmas.  He had accepted the commission but no words came.  It was 
getting near Christmas and someone from the BBC contacted  Lee and asked 
him how the poem was going.  

“I’ve got a few ideas,” he replied.  The person from the BBC intimated they 
were expecting a bit more than just a few ideas. 

Lee went on to say that he had gone to his small upstairs room where he 
wrote, at an old desk with scorch marks from the single bar electric fire.  It 
was night, and he opened the window.  “And then,” he said, “the words came 
in on the air,” and he put them to paper. 

“Tonight in a nest of ruins the blessed babe is laid.” 

God comes to a world in ruins.  The words that floated in on the air require 
us to pause and remember that as a child, as a man, and as God, Christ 
always comes to those in ruins. The strong, the powerful, the confident, the 
self-assured, cannot hear, see or comprehend this new birth.   
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“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake shall find it.”  (Matthew 16:25) 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled 

when the star in the sky is gone 

when the kings and princes are home 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks 

the work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost 

to heal the broken 

to feed the hungry 

to release the prisoner 

to rebuild the nations 

to make peace among the people 

to make music in the heart. 

From ‘The Work of Christmas Begins’,  by Howard Thurman, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. Inspired by Luke 4:16-19. 

Yours 

Paul.  

 

NEWS FROM ST MARY’S  

 In the house of the Lord 

Our new exhibition in The Mews features photographs taken 
by members of our local community, and focuses on 
churches and cathedrals, small and large, from all over the 
world.  It is a reminder that ours is a world-wide faith which we share with 
2.3 billion other people.   

Advance notice - the exhibition in the summer will be entitled 'Our Animal 
Friends'.  So now is the time to start taking photos of the animals with whom 
we share our lives, whether it's dogs, cats, hens, rabbits  ...  

Jane Millinchip 

 Weekly Reading Sheets 

Readings and prayers for services in December are all on the website.   

www.stmaryswhitegate.org/   If you don’t see the sheets straight away on the 

home page, click on the Blog button, top right.   

https://www.stmaryswhitegate.org/
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 RNIB Stamp Collection 

Once again, we invite you to bring to church the stamps collected from your 
Christmas post.  The RNIB can make money from them.  Please remember 
the rules:  trim the stamps with a border of approx. 1cm (1/2inch).  Bring 
British stamps in one envelope and all Foreign in another.  Thank you. 

 Mothers’ Union at St Mary’s 

We had a very entertaining afternoon session in November when June 
Wilkinson came to tell us how, from very small beginnings, she started the 
Real Dairy Ice Cream business on the family farm at Great Budworth.  “From 
Cow to Cone” was an inspiring story and what’s more, June brought taster 
samples for us; delicious and much enjoyed by everyone. 

On Tuesday 9th December at 2.00 pm we are holding an Advent Service, at St 
Peter’s Little Budworth so as to avoid parking difficulties at school pick-up 
time.  It’s a reflective and prayerful service and anyone who would like to step 
back for an hour from the busyness of life would be welcome to join us.  
There’ll be seasonal refreshments afterwards. 

 December dates  

Key events and services are all of course in the Diary on page 3 – and some 
are advertised more boldly on page 8, but just a further reminder here that 
the usual Men’s Breakfast is at 9.00 am on 10th December at Tarporley Garden 
Centre.  Also, St Mary’s Choir will be at The Plough at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 
17th December to sing carols.  All supporters welcome. 

 Looking into January … 

We give thanks for our happy band of social organisers, for they are already 
planning a Burns’ Night supper in The Mews, at 6.00 pm on Friday 16th 
January.  As well as the “Address to the Haggis” (to the vegetarian one too!) 
and a delicious traditional meal to follow, they offer to take guests on a 
Scottish journey into the past, with song, stories and whisky.  An evening to 
remember.  Tickets to be released on 14th December.  See page 8 for more 
details. 

A message from Mid Cheshire Foodbank 

“Heading into the festive season, many families in our 
community are facing Christmas with worry instead of warmth.   

If you're able to donate, the foodbank especially needs these 
items early in December: Tinned ham, Christmas cake, 
Festive chocolates, Festive biscuits, Stuffing mix, Trifle mix, 
Gravy granules, Cooking oil.” 

If you’re able to help, place your contributions in the box by the choir vestry.  
Pam and Mike will deliver them to the foodbank.  
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Contacts 

In this online edition of the NEWS, many contacts prefer us only to show 
their phone number.  If you need to e-mail them, please call them first to 
ask for the address. 

 

 

Vicar 

Rev Canon Paul Dawson 01606 889995 

The Vicarage, Cinder Hill, Whitegate CW8 

2BH 

vicaragecinderhill@outlook.com 

Churchwardens 

Anne Blayney 07815 713012  

Sandra Paskin 01606 882031 

PCC Secretary 

Roger Wilkes  01606 75738 

Curates 

Rev Margaret Byrne 07368 375970 

revmargaret1@hotmail.com 

Rev Dr John Stopford 01606 558802 

Rev Jane Millinchip  07891 981293 
 

Church Flowers 

Pam Davies  01606 557833 

Children’s Worker 

Teresa Finney  01606 889311 

Safeguarding Officer 

Anne Blayney   07815 713012 

safeguardingwhitegate@outlook.com 

Mothers’ Union 

Eileen Lees  01606 786895 

Mews Lettings 

Andrew Millinchip 

mewsbookingswhitegate@gmail.com 

“News” coordinator 

Christine Ball 01606 593260 

chrisball2022@outlook.com 

Musical Director 

Andrew Millinchip  07821 810772 

 

Pastoral & Fellowship Committee 

Alan Newton  01829 760239 

Treasurers  

Gary Chadwick  07590 999169 

Sarah Campbell Woodward  01829 760438 

treasurerwhitegatepcc@outlook.com 
 

Social & Fundraising Group  

John Blayney 07964 844642 

 

 

 January NEWS: Comments and contributions for the next edition of the 

Monthly NEWS are always welcome.  Please send copy to 

chrisball2022@outlook.com by 15th December. 

  

vicaragecinderhill@outlook.com
revmargaret1@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Christine/Documents/My%20Documents/2024/Church/Newsletter/safeguardingwhitegate@outlook.com
mewsbookingswhitegate@gmail.com
mailto:chrisball2022@outlook.com
mailto:treasurerwhitegatepcc@outlook.com
mailto:chrisball2022@outlook.com
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